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        Initial Upload 13 January 2012 

ANN THERESA 1888 to 1966 

Ann Theresa was the fourth child and eldest daughter of James Samuel and Bridget, She was 

born on 13 December 1888 at Whyte Yarcowie SA. She was baptized a few days later on 16 

December. Her godfather was James Harford (her father) and her godmother was Anna Brady. 

We know little about Ann Theresa‟s early life. The only newspaper articles we have located 

about her relate to her success in music examinations. In June 1904 when Teresa was 15 years 

old she was attending the Convent of Mercy School at Broken Hill and presented for an 

examination in the theory of music run in connection with the Trinity College of Music in 

London.1 She was shown as successful in the Preparatory Division. There were further reports 

the next year showing she had progressed to the Junior Division and had passed with a mark of 

69.2 

 

       Barrier Miner 27 September 1905 

Theresa married William (Bill) John Pell on 26 December 1907 at the Sacred Heart Cathedral at 

Broken Hill. The witnesses were her brother Francis John and Ada Thomas. Teresa had only 

just turned 19 years of age and the marriage required the consent of her father. Bill was aged 

23, the son of Joseph Pell who was a “Miner (silver)” and Margaret Armstrong. He had the 

nickname “Ginger” because of his red hair. Bill was born at Lofthouse, Yorkshire on 29 May 

                                                           
1
 Barrier Miner 9 September 1904 

2
 Barrier Miner 1 & 27 September 1905 
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1884. The Pells appear to have arrived in Australia in the late 1880‟s as they had a daughter 

born in Broken Hill in 1891. 

The Pell Family 

Joseph Pell and his wife Margaret had eight children: 

George 

Joseph 

Ida 

Rachel A. born ? Married David T Wells 1899 at Broken Hill. We have identified three children: 

  Olive S.M. born 1900. Died 1900 

Jessie M. born 1904 

  David W.G. born 1906. Died 1907 

   

 

William John born 1884 Broken Hill. Married Ann Theresa Harford (13 December 1888 at 

Yarcowie S.A., died 9 May 1966 at Geelong Vic.) 26 December 1907 at Cathedral Broken Hill, 

NSW. 

Ada M.     born 1891 at Broken Hill. Married Andrew Gourlay at Broken Hill in 1911. We have 

identified one child Jessie born in 1919 and died on 4 August 1920 (1 year, 8 months) at 

Broken Hill. 

Eva M.     born 1893 at Broken Hill. Married J. Lamont and lived at Largs Bay, South Australia 

Edward   born 1898 at Broken Hill. Died 19 April 1902 at Broken Hill aged 3 and a half years. 

 

Bill and Theresa’s Family 

The details of Bill and Theresa‟s children are:  

Francis Edward (Ted)  born 1908 at Broken Hill. Married Olive Cathleen Bennett (died 28  

     January 1994) 1940 Victoria. Died 10 December 1986 at Geelong, Vic. 

Ted and his wife are buried at Eastern Cemetery, Geelong, Lawn  

Section K Grave 205. 

 

Ted and his wife had no children but adopted two daughters Vonnie and 

Meryl. 

 

Rose Eileen (Eileen)  born 1910 at Broken Hill. Married Herbert Allan James Morrison in 1930 

at Broken Hill. They lived at 97 Cobalt St and had six children: 

      Kevin born 1934   
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      Dorothy born 1937 

      Wayne      

      Anne 

      Beverley 

      Michael  

 

Mary Margaret (Molly) born 1913 at Broken Hill. Married Frederick Ernest Cullen (born 1910        

      Broken Hill. Died 1982, Red Cliffs, Vic.) in 1931 at Broken Hill 

 

John Joseph (Jack)  born 1915 at Broken Hill. Married Rita Florence Helen Hastings in 1937 at   

       Broken Hill.  

 

They had one son John Joseph W. who married Annette Conolan in 

1958 at Broken Hill. John was a butcher and later a real estate agent with 

his own business at Fairview Park SA. They have two daughters Lyn-

Marie born c1961 and Natalie born c1968. 

 

Mervyn James (Jimmy) born 1919 Broken Hill. Married Maisie Hayes at Sydney in 1950. 

Maisie died in 1971 and Mervyn died of a Cerebral Haemorrhage in 

Sydney Hospital on 26 March 1979. He was a Paintmaker and lived at 6 

Sussex St Cabramatta. 

 

William Laurence     born August 1924 Died 27 May 1926 died of “Cardiac failure and Sub  

    acute Nephritis”3 (Disease of the kidneys) at Broken Hill       

 

Veronica Clare (Clare) born 1928 at Broken Hill. Married Lindsey Alwin Morrison on 6 March  

1948 at Sacred Heart Cathedral Broken Hill. Clare died 5 April 2005 at 

Geelong, Vic and she and her husband are buried at Steiglitz Cemetery 

near Geelong.  

 

Ann and Bill and their family lived at 154 Newtown Lane, Railway Town for the whole of their life 

at Broken Hill. Bill‟s occupation was shown on each Electoral Roll as “Miner”. However, we 

know that he worked almost entirely for the Broken Hill Municipal Council. He drove the “Night 

Cart” which collected Sanitary Pans from peoples‟ homes.  

 

Apparently Bill had an accident one day and his horse drawn cart turned over spilling all the 

sanitary pans being carried. Thereafter, Bill became immortalized in a ditty recited by children 

who followed his cart: 

    “Ginger Pell 

    Doesn’t smell; 

    Lost his load: 

    On Bromide Hill (pronounced hell)”4 

                                                           
3
 Death Certificate 
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It was common for employers to conduct annual sports meetings for their employees. In 1906 

Bill participated in the Broken Hill Proprietary Sports Meeting. He was in the Trucker‟s handicap 

off 10 yards. The scratch marker was off 3 and the limit marker was off 165. This also indicated 

that his work at the BHP mine was a trucker which was hard job for strong young men. 

 

In 1910 he participated in the Eight hour Sports in the Surface Mine Labourers‟ Handicap. Bill 

ran off 10 yards and the limit marker was off 20 yards6. In 1917, Bill participated in the Municipal 

Employee‟s Picnic in the Municipal Handicap. (Indicating he was now working with the Council) 

He was again off 10 yards with Theresa‟s two brothers, James off 12 and Frank off 13 yards. 

These were family days on which everyone travelled by train from Sulphide Street station 

returning about 5.30 pm. An Irish Pipe band entertained the crowd and there were “special 

sports” for the children.7 On this occasion there were fifteen trucks and a carriage filled with 

people. Bill was one of five on the committee who ran the children‟s events and served cool 

drinks, fruit and lollies etc. James and Frank Harford were second & third in the final of the 

event after winning their heats. James also won the High Jump and Blanche Harford (my 

grandmother) was third in the Cotton Winding competition. 

 

The same event took place in 1918 in which Bill was on the committee with his brother in law 

James. James also won the Potato race and the High Jump. Frank Harford came second in the 

handicap. 

  

To be a Municipal employee Bill had to be a member of the Municipal Employees Union and it is 

clear he was an active participant in union affairs. At a 1919 meeting of the Barrier District 

Assembly of the Political Labour League Bill was one of five nominations for the Trustee of the 

Broken Hill District Hospital.8 He was later confirmed in this role at the hospital annual meeting. 

He was also elected as a trustee in 1920.9 In 1922 he was also elected to represent the union 

on the ALP. 

 

At this time at least five of Bill and Theresa‟s children were at school. They started at St Mary‟s 

Railway Town. In 1923 there is a report10 of Theresa‟s participation in the school‟s fete with both 

she and her sister Mary Hurst (among others) working on a stall. Most members of Jim and 

Bridget Harford‟s family lived in Railway Town which was a very close knit community.  

 

In 1925 Bill was appointed to the management committee of the Municipal Employees Union 

and later that year was also a member of the Hospital Gala committee (again appointed by the 

Municipal Employees Union). Through this period Bill remained active with Wests Football Club 

and at the Annual Meeting usually nominated for a number of different roles although it is clear 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
4
 Graham Bushee Burke a former Barrier Miner journalist. 

5
 Barrier Miner 21 July 1906 

6
 Barrier Miner 30 September 1910 

7
Barrier Miner 29 November 1917 

8
 Barrier Miner 8 January 1919 

9
 Barrier Miner 30 January 1920. 

10
 Barrier Miner 19 November 1923 
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his preference was to be a trainer. Theresa was also involved at the club usually helping out the 

Ladies Committee with social events such as the wind up dance at year end. 

 

In 1931 Bill was appointed to the Broken Hill Sports Council as a new delegate from the 

Municipal Employees union and in a number of later picnics and sports meetings represented 

the Council usually as a judge of events. In this role in 1934 he was a member of a committee to 

look at a proposal to provide turf wickets for cricket.11 

 

                       
    Barrier Miner 29 June 1935 

 

  

 
     Clare, Eileen, Theresa and Rita (Jack’s wife) 

                                                           
11

 Barrier Miner 18 September 1934 
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 Bill and Theresa with Clare c1943 

 

              
      

Back: Ted, Eileen, Jack & wife Rita             Bill with Ted Jack & John 

Middle:Bill & Theresa Front: Clare & John (grandson) 
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In Broken Hill, Bill had an interest in football. During 1909 and 1910 he played for Collingwoods 

in the B Grade Association. During 1909 he was usually named as an emergency.  We have 

noted that in 1910 in one game he was specifically referred to in a newspaper report.12 “Ginger” 

Pell came in (after half time) and was a great help. Suffice it to say we do not believe he had a 

lot of football talent. 

 

However, Bill‟s talents lay elsewhere. In 1918 he was appointed as Assistant Head Trainer for 

the Wests Football Club to H. Denton who took over as Head Trainer after Bill‟s brother in law 

George Norbert Harford resigned.13 The picture below shows the 1918 team with both Bill and 

George as Trainers. (Second Back Row 3rd & 4th from left) 

 

Also in the picture is Theresa‟s cousin Edward Aloysius (Back row of footballers and last player 

on the right). Bill was later to be the Assistant Secretary of the club. Bill and his brother in law, 

George Norbert, are also show in the clubs photographs for both 1920 (above) and also 1921. 

 

Bill was a Trainer at Wests from 1916 to 1923 and in 1924 was granted life membership of the 

Barrier Ranges Football League14 to which he had also been a delegate for the Wests Football 

Club. In 1927 the League became an incorporated body and became the Football League. Bill 

Pell became its second Life Member a tribute to his distinguished service to his club and the 

League. Theresa was also involved in supporting the Football Club. At the 1924 club picnic to 

Stephen‟s Creek she was in the Ladies Committee Handicap off 5 yards15. The scratch marker 

was off 2 and the limit off 12 yards. The next month she was “among those responsible” for the 

club‟s wind up social.16 

                                                           
12

 Barrier Miner 29 August 1910 
13

 Barrier Miner 5 April 1918. 
14

 Barrier Miner 9 April 1924 
15

 Barrier Miner 16 October 1924 
16

 Barrier Miner 14 November 1924 
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1918 Wests Football Club 
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Bill and Theresa had the misfortune to have a fire in their house in 1943 which caused a lot of 

damage. However, the Broken Hill community banded together and organized a benefit concert 

to raise funds to rebuild. This fire destroyed most of Ted trophies and memorabilia. 

 

                 
Barrier Miner 7 January 1943   Barrier Miner 20 February 1943 

Bill and Theresa left Broken Hill in about 1948 and went to Geelong where they lived with Ted 

his family. Ted converted a garage suitable for them to live in. Bill was 60 years old in 1944 and 

would have retired from work in that year.  

 

Three years later Ted sold up in Geelong and went to the town of Curyo about 15 miles from 

Birchip where he ran the General Store. Bill and Theresa went to Merbein where they lived with 

their daughter Molly. Theresa‟s brother Frank would have been there at the time. Merbein 

provided seasonal work picking grapes and oranges which would have suited Bill.  

 

 Ted moved back to Geelong and ran a Milk Bar at Grovedale. Molly and her husband took over 

the store at Curyo. At about this time Theresa and Bill also moved to Geelong after their 

youngest child Clare moved there and they lived with her and her husband. 

 

Theresa died at Geelong on 9 May 1966 at the age of 78 years. She is buried at Geelong‟s 

Eastern Cemetery (Lawn C 653).  After her death Bill moved to Red Cliffs where he lived with 

his daughter Molly and her husband Fred Cullen. He died of Pneumonia the next year on 14 

April 1987. He is buried at Red Cliffs Cemetery. 
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Francis Edward (Ted) Pell 

 

Theresa and Bill would have both been proud of the sporting prowess of two of their three sons 

Francis Edward (Ted or to some Eddie) and John Joseph (Jack). Both of them were brilliant 

footballers and they were also good cricketers. Ted opened the bowling for Wests Cricket Club.  

 

Ted was an allrounder. When the football season was over he competed regularly in cycling 

races and he also competed in tennis tournaments.  

 

Ted was about seven years older than Jack and started his football career earlier. The both had 

distinguished careers at Wests. Ted was an outstanding footballer who could play in any 

position and could kick either foot. He was also a great dancer, tall and good looking with dark 

hair parted in the middle unlike Jack who had red hair like his father. Ted was known as one of 

the “Palais lairs” around the Broken Hill Palais de Danse. It was said that even when he had 

Alzheimer‟s as he was ageing if he heard music he would jump up and waltz the nurses around 

the room.17  

 

Despite his ability and reputation as an athlete Ted had a problem with stealing. As an 18 year 

old in 1927 he pleaded guilty to a charge of stealing a watch and was convicted and sentenced 

to two months gaol. The newspaper report indicated that he had a number of prior convictions.18  

1927 was Ted‟s first season with Wests. Because of his conviction Ted did not play the last 

football matches of the season in which Wests won the Premiership. They were a very strong 

team that had gone through the whole year undefeated. Not being a part of the premiership 

would have been a bitter disappointment to him. Ted was also a product of the Great 

Depression and like many others found it difficult to get a job although in February 1930 he was  

reported as having an accident the a mine where he was working as a Trucker. In 1930 he was 

again charged with stealing, a charge to which he pleaded guilty, and was fined. 

                                                           
17

 Graham Bushee Burke former Barrier Miner journalist. 
18

 Barrier Miner 8 August 1927 
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    Barrier Miner 8 August 1927      Barrier Miner 19 August 1930 

Ted was recruited to Fitzroy Football Club in Melbourne in early 1934, a time when Fitzroy were 

a very strong team. His clearance was delayed for about two weeks with Wests indicating that 

he was unfinancial and “indebted to the Club”. There was reference to a “private agreement”. 

The logical conclusion is that Ted‟s fines had been paid by the club and that it was demanding a 

settlement. However, there was never any explanation. 

  

Ted starred in two practice matches before breaking an ankle in a third. He tried to wait for his 

ankle to recover but was out of the game for twelve months. He played for Mildura in 1935 

before returning to Broken Hill. However, he was again unable to obtain work probably because 

of the small town nature of Broken Hill and his conviction in 1930. Nevertheless, he received an 

offer he could not refuse to coach the Ford Manufacturing Company team at Geelong and 

moved to Geelong. 

         
Barrier Miner 7 April 1934     Barrier Miner 20 April 1934 
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                                         Barrier Miner 27 May 1936 



13 
 

John Joseph (Jack) Pell 

 

Ted left for Geelong in 1936 but the previous year his younger brother Jack had joined Wests 

and had started to make his mark with the team. Sharing the Pell name would have been an 

advantage but he very quickly established his own identity. 

 

    
         Barrier Miner 3 August 1935 

 

 

 

Jack was also a very good cricketer. He was an allrounder who batted, bowled and was an 

excellent fieldsman winning „”Best Fieldsman” trophies.19  

 

By 1943 Jack was captain of Wests Football Club and despite dislocating a shoulder in that year 

he won the “Best Placed Man”. Jack had a job at the South Mine and had two accidents at work 

In 1944 and 1945. Working in the mines always carried a greater degree of risk than other 

occupations. Jack/s broader skills were also recognized by the club and by 1944 was a member 

of the Board of Management as a player representative. 

 

Jack was a brilliant footballer who, at 30 years of age, in 1945 won the Middleton Medal, Broken 

Hill‟s highest football honour. Jack was only five feet eight and a half inches tall and played at 

Centre Half Back. Because he was small and most often playing on taller men he used to spoil 

and use his speed and agility to beat his opposition to the ball. He won the trophy on the 

umpires‟ votes but did not win the Wests Football Club Best & Fairest in that year. 

 

 

                                                           
19

 Barrier Miner 2 October 1942 
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Jack left Broken Hill in 1946 and went to Geelong Football Club. He was not happy there where 

he was seen as too old and so went to Geelong West which played in the Ballarat League. He 

returned to Broken Hill in 1947 but played for Centrals rather than Wests although he did go to 

Wests in the next year. He also started umpiring in the Sunday Football Association. 

 

In 1948 Wests had a Reunion Social at which all Life Members were presented with special 

medallions. This included Bill Pell and his two sons Ted and Jack as well as their cousin Edward 

Aloysius Harford. 1949 Jack joined the Wests Board as a non player representative. 

 

Jack continued to play cricket and by this time his son was also showing talent as a cricketer 

and footballer. In 1950 both Jack and John were playing cricket in the same team. Later in 1953 
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Jack was to coach the South Colts football team of which John was the captain. The team went 

through the season undefeated. 

 

Jack went to Geelong Football Club but he was thought to be too old and did not make the 

team. By that time he already had two cartilages removed. In 1946 he played for Geelong West 

in the Ballarat Football League in 1947 and for the Central Club in Broken Hill.  Jack 

stayed at Broken Hill working in the mines. He retired in the mid 1960‟s and then moved to 

Adelaide. 

 

Jack died on 9 January 1996 at Broadview, South Australia. He is buried at Centennial Park 

Cemetery, Pasadena, South Australia. 

 

    

 

 


